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We are told by the wise that the earth plane...is a kind of school where human 
beings are invited to learn that they are spiritual beings with an inherited propen- 
sity for enlightenment as strong as the urge of plant leaves to seek the sun. Here, 
in the spiritual school of the material world, humans have the opportunity to real- 
ize the sun of their true self. The world provides a learning space, a playground, 
wherein the seeker is guided through stages of an interior reconfiguration of en- 
ergy.(Yastion, 2009) 


Since writing the book, I have been gradually led to believe that the old stories 
must be taken literally if at all possible, that deep secrets and a deeper awareness 
of the complexity of our universe was experienced by our ancestors, and that 
something of their belief, and experiences can be ours once again. (Deloria, 2003, 
p. Xvi) 


In asubmission to Academia Letters, Marcelo Saad (2021) notes that a thing called “spirit” 


must exist. Saad points to the existence of anomalous phenomena like mediumship, memo- 
ries of past lives, near-death, and end-of-life experiences to support this claim. Saad correctly 
notes that there is no materialist explanation for these phenomena and that therefore scientists 
should work towards developing a framework for theorizing spirit. Saad points to Spiritism 
as a potential ground for theoretical explorations and the development of an “educated model 
of...spirit and its nature.” Saad suggests the following Spiritism-inspired theoretical state- 
ments from which we might begin. 


¢ That spirit is an immaterial, eternal essence that is the root of human identity 
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¢ That spirit is beyond our knowledge and capacity. 
¢ That many of its characteristics and potentialities are blocked by matter. 


¢ That the soul is the source of all mind properties manifested through the brain activity 
by awareness, thoughts, and emotions. 


¢ That spirits exert an incessant action upon all of us, sometimes promoting an insight; 
however, some people can transmit a complete message (mediums). 


¢ That after death, the soul keeps its personality and the knowledge from life experience. 


¢ That all spirits must pass through many incarnations for their learning and perfecting 
process; the new incarnation temporarily blocks access to past life data. 


While I agree with Saad that there is a need for science to incorporate the concept of spirit 
not only so that it might begin an earnest attempt to explain anomalous phenomenon, but 
also so it might respond to the decades-old call to re-enchant and re-invigorate social, be- 
havioural, and physical sciences (Griffen, 1988) in a way that might help humanity evolve 
beyond its current political, economic, and ecological impasse, an impasse which will al- 
most certainly decimate human and animal populations if not quickly resolved. I question 
the utility of looking at Spiritism, or any traditional spirituality or religion for that matter, 
without also being aware of the intersection of social-class, gender, and ethnicity. The issue 
is that most systems of spiritual thought come to us through a white supremacist, patriarchal, 
social-class, and colonialist lens. Worse, most spiritual systems are specifically modified or 
intentionally designed as imperialist/colonial tools of suppression and oppression. This be- 
comes clear when we consider Zoroastrianism, a grass-roots, anti-elite spiritual system rooted 
in the mystical experiences of the prophet Zoroaster (Boyce, 1996), but eventually co-opted 
and corrupted by the Persian Autocrat Aradashir and his high priest Tanser, specifically to 
facilitate his imperialist ambitions (Boyce, 2001). Zoroastrianism, as edited by Tanser, pro- 
vided several cosmological and theological formulations, including well-known formulations 
about good versus evil, cosmic choice, judgment, hellfire, and damnation, useful to elites 
wishing to control and weaponize their populations. These formulations, which I examine 
in some detail in the article “From Zoroaster to Star Wars, Jesus to Marx” (Sosteric, Under 
Review), have been imported into virtually every single religious and secular, exoteric and es- 
oteric theological and cosmological formation. Everything from Western monotheisms like 
Christianity and Islam (Akbar, 2020) to secular cultural productions like Star Wars to critical 
Marxist theory contain corrupted Zoroastrian elements specifically designed to manipulate 
mass consciousness and control mass behaviour. This is not hyperbole. The elite ideology 
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contained in the edited Zoroastrian faith has, according to Boyce, “...probably had more in- 
fluence on mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith” (Boyce, 2001, p. 1) 
in all of history. 

The ubiquitous interference of elites in the spiritual systems of the planet is also apparent 
not only in the presence of elite ideology, but also in the co-option and colonization of these 
systems by elite actors. For example, Catholicism, which like Zoroastrianism grew from the 
anti-elite, anti-colonial teachings of the grass-roots avatar Jesus Christ1 was, just like Zoroas- 
trianism, co-opted and corrupted by elite actors, specifically the Roman emperor Constantine 
who “converted” and seized control in order to stem the spread of Christ’s revolutionary teach- 
ings (Sosteric, 2020). Similarly, the popular and influential New Age movement is rooted in 
the writings of Madame Blavatsky, a classicist member of the Russian elite (Blavatsky, 1889). 
Even the popular and high influential Western Tarot deck was created by elites (Sosteric, 2014) 
as a “completely successful” propaganda campaign, with an “entire false history, and false 
interpretation, of the Tarot pack...concocted by occultist...and all but universally believed” 
(Decker et al., 1996, p. 27). Of course, not all spiritual systems represent elite interests, but 
the few counter examples that exist, like Liberation Theology, confirm the point since they 
self-consciously set themselves against what they see as spiritual systems designed to benefit 
and enable imperial and colonialist agendas (De La Torre, 2013). 

The sociological insight that spiritual systems filter through a social-class, gender, and 
ethnic lens is significant. Most spiritual systems have been corrupted as they pass through 
these filters. Sometimes, as is the case with Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and the Tarot, this 
corruption is intentionally designed to subvert the revolutionary potential of human spiritual 
practice. At other times, it might be the unwitting result of unexamined social-class, ethnic, or 
gender biases. Either way, the results are concepts and systems that, though they may reflect a 
certain level of spiritual truth, are nevertheless shifted in a way that undermines what I would 
argue is the subversive, revolutionary, grass-roots nature of authentic spirituality (Sosteric, 
2018b, 2020). 

An example may make this clear. One common thread that exists through all spiritual and 
secular systems of spiritual thought is the idea that this planet is some kind of school into which 
souls enter so that they might clear karma, learn lessons, and achieve spiritual perfection. I 
call this “Fool in School” thread or Fool in School archetype because it casts humans as fools 
in a cosmic school here to learn, grow, evolve, and sometimes fight (internal or external) evil. 
This archetype exists in Western esoteric and exoteric monotheisms, in Eastern polytheisms, 
in secular thought where we find it in the so-called “Hero’s Journey.’(Campbell, 2004), and 
even in Hollywood cultural productions like Star Wars (Luke is the “hero” on a journey). This 
Fool in School archetype is clearly and overtly represented in the Freemason’s Fool card which 
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quite literally shows a fool about to step off a cliff into physical incarnation so that they might 
grow, evolve, and learn life’s critical lessons. 

There are three problems with this elite-inspired archetype. One, this idea enables and 
excuses exploitation and greed. It casts life as a struggle where you need to work hard (benefits 
Capitalists) and where poverty, hunger, toxic dumping, or other negative events are not the 
consequence of exploitation, greed, and capitalist malfeasance, but part of a life lesson plan 
designed to help you grow, evolve, achieve perfection, and clear karmic debt. The second 
problem with this archetype is that it encourages passivity. Bad things happen, that is true, 
but there is nothing you can or should do about it. In fact, doing something about it might 
subvert the “life lesson” embedded in the toxic event. Instead, look for the silver lining, accept 
and learn from the life lesson, and get back to work. Finally, the third problem with the fool in 
school archetype is that it diverts and subverts critical inquiry, inquiry which, if undertaken, 
might expose elite interference in human spirituality and lead to the development of authentic 
and empowering alternatives. 

If we accept the fact that most spiritual traditions and spiritual knowledge is subverted and 
distorted by elite interference, then the question becomes, what is authentic spiritual knowl- 
edge. Given how deeply corrupt this world’s spiritual knowledge is, determining that is a major 
challenge. It requires moving beyond established traditions and engaging in critical and frank 
historical, psychological, sociological, and mystical research and discussion. Given the rev- 
olutionary potential of spirituality (Harvey, 1998; Sosteric, 2018b) and the ascending spiral 
of political, economic, ecological, and medical crises facing this planet, it is critical we open 
this discussion immediately. I would like to start by offering an alternative theoretic which 
Ratkovic and I have developed over the course of close to twenty years of scholarly and mysti- 
cal exploration. Working with my research partner, I have made every effort to avoid filtering 
insight and information through gender, ethnic, ableist, and social-class ideology; I leave it 
up to others to assess the success of this effort. This framework states that 


* The human psyche consists of two egos,2 a spiritual ego and a bodily ego. 


¢ The bodily ego is a neurological outgrowth of the brain and CNS focused first on ensur- 
ing survival of the physical body and second on facilitating connection with the spiritual 
ego. 


¢ The spiritual ego is an eternal essence independent of physical reality and characterized 
by awareness, bliss, intelligence, imagination, and love.3 The spiritual ego is connected, 
along with innumerable other spiritual egos, in a self-aware Fabric of Consciousness. 
Contrary to elite suggestions, the spiritual ego does not require tutelage but is already 
a powerful, intelligent, sophisticated, and aware spiritual essence. 
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¢ Spiritual egos may or may not incarnate into physical reality; when they do incarnate, 
they require, for full and empowered expression, a strong, healthy, and fully developed 
bodily ego capable of pure, persistent, and direct connection with the spiritual ego. 


¢ A bodily ego that is properly connected to its spiritual ego benefits from the “higher” 
awareness, bliss, intelligence, imagination, and love of the spiritual ego. 


¢ The development of a neurologically strong bodily ego capable of such connection 
requires sufficient satisfaction of one’s Seven Essential Needs (Sosteric & Ratkovic, 
2020). 


* The goal of evolution is the creation of a Pinnacle Species capable of handling the 
powerful spiritual ego and capable of fine-grained manipulation of the material world. 


¢ The goal of a connected Pinnacle Species is the development of a eupsychian utopia, 
that is, social, political, economic, and spiritual systems and frameworks capable of 
nurturing the happy, healthy development and full connection of as many “vessels” as 
possible. 


¢ Earth’s evolution, the eupsychian/utopian mission of the pinnacle species, and the abil- 
ity of the bodily ego to properly connect with spiritual ego have been subverted by a 
toxic and addicted (Sosteric, 2018a) Accumulating Class. In order to feed their addic- 
tion, the accumulating class has distorted and corrupted spirituality and science, and 
has instituted a Toxic Socialization (Sosteric & Ratkovic, 2016) process that damages 
and diminishes the vessel, thereby preventing pure and empowered expression of the 
spiritual ego, an expression that would make maintaining their Regime of Accumula- 
tion difficult. 


¢ The current goal of all human activity should be pushing through elite bred confusion, 
recovering authentic spiritual knowledge, and transforming our political, economic, so- 
cialization, and spiritual practices so as to facilitate healing of the bodily ego, full and 
proper expression of the powerful spiritual ego, and realization of our collective evolu- 
tionary goal. 


Endnotes 

1Christ was quite clear about his anti-colonial mission when he said “The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free” Luke 4:18. 
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2We define ego as an integrated combination of self-awareness, perspective (standpoint, 
etc.), imagination, and will. An individual standing on a street corner has an ego because they 
are aware of self, have a perspective (they look down the street), can imagine possibilities, 
and can engage and wilfully act upon the world. 

3One reviewer of this paper noted that not all spiritual experiences are blissful experi- 
ences while another commented, “Why should we assume that any aspect of spirit should be 
characterized by ‘bliss, imagination, and love’ or that it is ‘powerful, intelligent, sophisticated, 
and aware,”’ further suggesting that we needed to get beyond such “cultural constructions.” 
To the first, I would say, difficult experiences may simply be the consequences of a religious 
indoctrination which intentionally sows fear and paranoid delusion which can become ampli- 
fied during connection experiences (Sosteric, 2021). To the latter, I would just say, bliss, love, 
compassion, empathy, and intelligence are not cultural constructions but empirical realities 
of Spirit, once recognized as simple fact by anybody who had direct experience. Instructive 
in this regard is the Brahmananda Valli from the Taittiriya Upanishad, whose author works 
hard to convey just how searing the cosmic bliss can be. We might even refer the reviewer to 
Einstein’s “rapturous amazement at the harmony of natural law, which reveals an intelligence 
of such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human 
beings is an utterly insignificant reflection (Einstein, 2018).. 
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